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Leave everything and follow
by Sister Carol Jean Dust, SSND

Prayer
Before reading, find a quiet space to sit and absorb the following experience

Dearest Lord, Jesus shared with his disciples:
teach me to be

generous; teach PR o . .
me 1o serve you While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he

as you deserve: was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the
to give and not lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into
count the cost, one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short
to fight and not to distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
heed the wounds, After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and
to toil and not to lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, ‘Master, we have worked hard all
seek for rest, to night and have caught nothing, but at your command | will lower the nets.” When
labor and not to . . . .
they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.
ask for reward i . .
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came

except that of ) ’ = ;
knowing that | am and filled both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking. When Simon

doing Your will. Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, ‘Depart from me, Lord, for lam
Amen. a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and
; all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were
Prayer of Saint . . . , . .
Ignatius of Loyola partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid, from now on you will be

catching men.” When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything
and followed him.” Luke 5:1-11

Reflect What part of this Gospel story speaks to your heart now?
~Inyour Jesus chose to get into one of the boats alongside the lake to teach
d'scergmem the crowds. This boat belonged to Simon whom he asked for a favor,
A to “put out a short distance from the shore.” Did Jesus feel he could
God's call,
have you been be heard better by the crowd that way or was he purposely
“astonished” at choosing Simon’s boat because he had in mind a deeper purpose?
some moment? Scan for back
When? How did Have you been asked or invited to do something for someone issues and
you react or . . q .. more from
and in so doing found a deeper meaning in it? SSND

respond?

Vocation Reflections is a monthly newsletter for those interested in learning more esoelt Lyt oL

about discernment, prayer, and other topics related to the consecrated/vowed life. essss” eosss’  coecss

For questions, comments and subscription information, contact . S S S S


mailto:sisters@ssnd.org

. ‘oot . Click each event title to learn more
ee ° oo or visit ssnd.org/events.
Young Adult Evening Prayer SEPTEMBER 2026

September 22, 2026
8p.m.ET/7 p.m.CT via Zoom

Come and See in Woodhaven, NY T

October 17, 2026, 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. ’

RSVP to 718-349-9290 GMLS cange
Enjoy lunch and learn about religious life isthe “y Cconecern sf
SSND Foundation Day

October 24, 2026 £ a @

causade Dios
Young Adult Evening Prayer *

es la

nuestros CAQJ
October 27, 2026 N o
8 p.m.ET /7 p.m. CT via Zoom mm———

National Vocation Awareness Week
November 1-8, 2026

Scan for event links
and more from SSND!

For previous issues

i i [ school Sisters
N of Vocation Reflectlons, . e e i
visit ssnd.org/vocationreflections. @
For a list of recommended reading Hermanas
i iai Educadoras
on discernment, visit 96 Notre. Deie

ssnd.org/booklist.

rj Follow us on
Vocation Reflections is a monthly newsletter for those interested in learning more @ (]
about discernment, prayer, and other topics related to the consecrated/vowed life.

For questions, comments and subscription information, contact . @SSHdSiSterS


http://ssnd.org/events/9-22-26/
https://ssnd.org/events/9-22-26/
https://ssnd.org/about-us/foundation-day/
https://ssnd.org/events/10-27-26
https://ssnd.org/nvaw2025/
mailto:sisters@ssnd.org
https://ssnd.org/events/
https://ssnd.org/vocationreflections
https://ssnd.org/booklist/
http://ssnd.org/events/10-27-26/

	by Sister Carol Jean Dust, SSND
	Looking Ahead
	Click each event title to learn more or visit ssnd.org/events.
	Young Adult Evening Prayer
	September 22, 2026
	8 p.m. ET / 7 p.m. CT via Zoom
	Come and See in Woodhaven, NY
	October 17, 2026, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
	RSVP to 718-349-9290
	Enjoy lunch and learn about religious life


	SSND Foundation Day
	October 24, 2026

	Young Adult Evening Prayer
	October 27, 2026
	8 p.m. ET / 7 p.m. CT via Zoom

	National Vocation Awareness Week
	November 1-8, 2026


	SEPTEMBER 2026
	For previous issues
	of Vocation Reflections,
	visit ssnd.org/vocationreflections.
	For a list of recommended reading
	on discernment, visit
	ssnd.org/booklist.



